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A LETTER written to one of the 
Members of Parliament atour the 
State of this Preſent War, 


SIR, 


OUR LaſtLetter to me, Argues your Zeal 
\ for the Security of Religion, and the Ho- 


nour of the Nation ; you tell me, that you _ 

are fully reſolved to promote the Intereſt of 
both in the next Seſfion of Parliament. I am ſenſi- 
ble, that a true Engliſh-man and a good Proteſtant, 
can propoſe to himſelf no other deſign; but you 
know that we may mean well, and yet be deceiv- 
ed in thoſe Meaſures which are to be taken to bring 
things to a happy Iflue. Now ſince our antient 
Friendſhip, and your favourable Opinton of me, that 
by my Travels, I may have attain'd ro fome know- 
ledge of the World, and of the Intereſt of Europe, 
has put you upon asking my Judgment in a Matter 
of this moment ; I ſhall open to you my Mind with 
all the Candour and Freedom of a fincere and faith- 
tul Friend. 

You are throughly convinced, that the glory and 
ſecurity of England, require we ſhould ſet out as 
iirong 2 Fleer as poſſibly we can; but you find fault 
with che great Number of our Forces in the Low- 


Countries, and look upon the vait Expences we are 
at 


(2) 

at to carry on a War in which we are leſs con- 
cerned than others, and are ſo ill ſeconded' by them, 
as no {mall grievance to the Nation. - This gives 
youan occaſion to pals a ſevere ſentence upon the ſlow 
Motions of the Germans, and their want of [Union 
and Agreement.; whilſt on the other hand you ex- 
alt the waircd Power and wile Conduct of the French, 
and conclude that ſince the ſtrength of their Armies, 
and the good Poſture ia which are all their fortified 
Towns in Flanders, leaves no hopes to the Confede- 
rates of making any impreſſion upon 'em that way, 
we ſhould not be obſtinate in the purſuit of a deſign 
thac is fo likely 0 turn to our Diſadvantage. | 

I maſt confeſs, Sir, that I'can not but wonder you 
ſhould any wiſe favour the Opinion of thoſe who 
fancy that England 's not much concern'd in the 

eral Fate of Ewrope, who flatter themſelves that 
the Sea which divides us from the reft of the World, 
is our Safeguard againſt all Dangersifrom abroad, and 
that when we engage in any [Foreign War, 'tis not 
fo much for our own preſervation, as to make a thew 
of -our Power, 'by proteUting thoſe whom an Enemy 
would unjuſtly oppreſs. 

But theſe wiſe Politicians conſider not how ſtrange- 
ly the ſtate of our Afairs is altered. There was a 
Time indeed, when we were in a condition to. de- 
cide the fate of our Neighbours, -when the Suc- 
ceſs of War, and the Conditions of Peace depended 
upon the Reſolutions which we thought fit to take. 
And I am perſwaded that we ſhould ſtill have en- 
joy 'd this Noble Prerogative, had it not been negle- 
Qcd under the two laſt Reigns, but it was then made 
over to France, which by our Means is now grown 
{o formidable at Sea, and has without any Oppotition 
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on our ſide enlarged its Conqueſts towards the Rhize, 
and in the Low Countrzes. 

I would not in the leaſt charge the Nation with 
this ill Management of Affairs; 1 am convinc'd that 
She ever underſtood her true Intereſt. The grow- 
ing Power of Fraxce did often moye her to comptain, 
and caus'd her ſometimes to murmur in thaſe unhap- 
py days. *I'was with grief, and not without bei 
highly provok'd, that ſhe beheld the ſtrange procee 
ings of the Court ; and had her good intentions been 
ſeconded, we ſhould have humbled the French with 
more eaſe, than we can now reſiſt them; for they 
arearrived to ſuch a degree of Pawer and Greatneſs, 
that we may juſtly dread the conſequences of it, if by 
Sea and Land we do not oppoſe them with more 
Vigour than ever. And this I hope you may ſoon 
be made fenſible of. 
 ?Tis certain, that we cannot leflen our Land For- 
ces this next Campagne, without delivering up the 
Low Countrys into the hands of our Enemies, who - 
are reſolv'd to uſe their utmoſt effort to make an 
end of that Conqueſt, Spain you fee, has but two 
or three places lett which are able to ſuſtain a ſiege, 
and no very Tong one neither, as Towns are now 
Attack't. Nay, if there was not at preſent a very 
numerous Army -on Foot , the French might eafily 
penetrate into the very heart of the Countrey, now 
that Bruſſel, and ſeveral other open places, are 
become Frontier Towns. The Dutch are nat ableto 
raiſe more Forces, then what they have already an 
pay, and you know how little we can rely upon @- 
ny new Supplies from the Spaniards; 1o that the 
ſafety of the United Provinces wholly depends upan 
-our Vigorous purſuit of this _ They are loft, 

2 if 
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if we will not do- our. beſt endeavours to defend 
them. 


But with what difmal conſequences would ſuch 


2 loſs be attended 2 It would prove fatal to all the 
Neighbouring Princes of Leige, Fuliers, Treves, and 
Colezn, who would be forced to recall their Troops, 
and in all likely-hood to employ them- in the Ene- 
' mies Services. But what is. moſt to- be fear'd, ZHo/- 
land whoſe Fleet and Army are ſo great a. ſupport 
to the whole Confederacy, lying open on every ſide 
to the invaſions of the French, muſt either - become 
their Conqueſt, or ſubmit to any Conditions of Peace 
that they will be pleaſed to impoſe. You may ima- 
gine what kind of reſiſtance Germany would be a- 
ble to make upon ſuch a Revolution. *Tis likely 
the Zurk would lay hold of ſo fair an Opportunity to 
continue the War, or to break the Articles of peace, 
if it were concluded. And- though the .Emperonr 
ſhould be at liberty on that ſide, what ſupport could 
he expect from- the Divided Princes of the Empire, 
who could not remain United againſt France, which 
would foon force to a Compliance, thoſe that bor- 
der upon her Conqueſts, and has ſuch infallible Arts 
of gaining Friends in all other Courts that are not 
within the reach of her Sword? But ſuppoſe the Em- 
perour did engage in his intereſt all the Princes of 
Germany, what fucceſs could he. promile himſelf a- 
oainſt an Enemy, whoſe power the greateſt part of 
the forces of the Empire, and all thoſe of Enzland, 
Spain, and Holland, have much a do to reſiſt 2 I hope 
I need not add, that the power of France would 
| hereupon be vaſtly encreaſed, that ſhe would have 


gain'd a conſiderable number of new Soldiers, hav- 


ing more Ports, more Men of War,, ſhe would ab- 
: | - 
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 ſolutely diſpoſe of the Commerce of the World; and-- 
that Her Riches Multiplying with her Subjes, 
would - open Her the way to an Univerſal Monar- 
chy. | | 
We ſhall not then be able to make any diverſion 
in favour of the Emprre, ſufficient to defeat the Am- 
bitious deſigns of To tormidable an Enemy. For. 
beſides, that we could ' not raiſe forces enough for 
that purpoſe, though we AQted more Vigoroully, and 
were at far greater expences, than what are neceſſa- 
ry in our preſent Circumſtances. Such a Diverſion 
would become altogether impracticable. When Zol- 
land kept in awe will not dare to allow us the free- 
dom of its Ports, and the French are Abſolute Ma- 
ſters of all the Sea-Port Towns of the Spaniſh Nei-' 
therlands, there being no free paſſage to be had, 
*twill be impoſſible tor Eng/and and Germany to joyn 
their forces. So that the whole Management of the 
War, muſt then be reduced toa weak defence at Sea, 
and our Fleet not being ſupported by the Dutch, 
will have enough to do to ſecure our own ' 
Coaſts. | | 

How ſoon ſhould we then ſee France Fluſht with 
Victory and Succeſs, turn all her forces againſt us, 
whilſt inſtead of the Empire of the' Sea,. which we 
have hitherto maintaind as our proper Right, we 
ſhall find it ar hard; matter to keep up our 'Com- 
merce? That of the Mediterranean Sea will be taken 
away by the influence, which the Power of Fraxce. 
will have over /taly; and our Weſtern Trade will 
be loſt, by #he number of Troops which they may 
ſend over to Famatca, Virginia, and the Barbadoes, to, 
make themleives Maſters of all thoſe Plantations. If 
——_— other Sea» Port. Town in the Low. , 
| Countries, - 
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Countries, but that of Dw#kirk, they now Create 
us ſo much trouble, What can we expe&t when they 
{hall have in their Hands all the Ports, which tilt 
belong to the Spaniards, and will diſpoſe of thoſe of 
Holland as their own ? 

Then will they foment our Domeſtick divifions 
with more Succeſs then they have been yet able 
to do, and by proteGing the Enemies of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, who are ſtill amongſt us, together 
with the endeavours made to gain over to their party, 
ſuch as have laid aſide all Priacipks of Honour and 
Conſcience, they may in a ſhort time be able ro haften 
our ruin. 

You ſeem to inſinuate in a _ of your Let- 
ter, that the Frexch may be periwaded to hmit their 
Conqueſts, and to reſt fatisfied. with the Low Court- 
tries, if a peace be concluded upon thoſe Terms ; but 
ſince you ſpeak fo doubtfully of this matter, give me 
leave, Sir, to think you never entertain'd a thought 
ſo unworthy of an Zag/z/h-man that has any love 
for the Honour of his Nation. ' A Nation of ſucf1 
Courage and Bravery, whoſe Victorious Armies have 
more than once penetrated into the heart of France, 
and Conquer'd moſt of the Provinces, mult at laſt be | 
beholden to the bare Generoſity of the French for all 
the advantages of a peace. Our Commerce, our Pri- 
vitedges; our Religton muſt all depend upon a meer 
Capricio of thote , who have fo often dreaded our 
Arms, and when they are pleated to make us ſlaves, 
we mult patiently endure our fetters. Can we fut- 
icr ſuch kind of thoughts without ſhame and confu- 
ſon? And yet this will prove our fate, it England 
ſhould now abandon the Low Countries, to the Com» 
mon Enemy, and put him in a condition to difc 

| pole 
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poſe of the happineſs of Earope at his will and pleq- 


ſure. 
For let us ſuppaſe that Frayce, to breath @- while, 


ſhould conſent to ſuch a pzace, what aſſurance have 
we that it is not on purpaſe to break it as ſoon as 
by her intreague the has {ecur'd the ſyccels of any 
new deſign? What Warrantees can we Choole, that 
ſhall puniſh a perfidiouinefſs of this nature 2 And 
what Oaths can we imagine far our ſecurity, that 
have not already been often violated 2 Did the 
French ever propote to themſelves any other end.in all 
their Treaties, but to diſunite thoſe whom-a common 
intereſt had engaged in a War, and when ſome of 
them have been gain'd, .the molt ſagred QOAT:HS 
have been broken to Opprelſs the Reſt by open 
Violence. Their Policy . conſiſts ,in keeping up an 
Army after the peace is concluded, which they do 
with eaſe, the Revenues of the Crown continuin 
Rill the ſame : But this gives them a prodigious ad- 
vantage whenſoever they will ſurprize and attack of 
a ſudden any other State, thar is wont at the end 
of a War, to disband its forces, which are paid on- 
ly by ſuch Taxes as are not, according to the Can- 
ſtitution of the Government, to laſt in times of 
Peace. We have ſeen in our days, how the Pyre- 
»£&an Treaty, the Peace of Nimeguen, and tlie Truce 
of Twenty Years have been broken, ſometimes by 
Adtts of Hoſtility committed before any Declaration 
of War, and ſometimes by Declarations publiſhed, 
without any plauſible pretence; but ever attended 
with Fire and Sword, and ſuch Violences, as have 
out-done the Cruelty of the molt barbarous Nations. 
Tis natural to the French to be always in Acti- 


on, and perpetually to contrive how to. enjarge at 
any 
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any. rate, the Limits of their Country. And ſince 
they have never altered their Proceedings, when 
they could meet with a fair Opportunity, ſince to 
fatisfie their Ambition, they have ſo often trodden 
under foot what Men hold moſt facred, Can we think 
they will change of a ſudden, when the entire Con- 
queſt at the Low-Countries ſhall enable them to ad- 
vance farther 2 One may be ſure that the moſt ſo- 
lemn Treaties will not hinder them from endeavou- 
ring to ſurprize their Neighbours, by declaring War 
without any juſt pretence; nor from attacquing in 
time of Peace, their moſt conſiderable Towns, -both 
which muſt engage the Allies to ſtand upon their 


Guard, and put them to the Charges of keeping up 


Armies, though fuch a Peace were concluded. As 
for our. ſelves in particular, we ſhould be dayly ex- 
poſed to the Loſs of our Commerce, and the Dan- 
ger of being ſubdued by France, if we had not for 
our ſecurity the ſame Number of Land Forces, and 
as good a Fleet at Sea, as we have at this preſent 
time. All which would drein the Nation by new 
Levies of Money, whereof we ſhould have no hopes 
of ſeeing an end: So that by refuſing to make a 


conſiderable Effort, that may force our Enemics to 


a Peace, which it will not be in their power to 
break when they pleaſe, we thall have no other re- 
medy left to prevent our utter Ruine, but a perpe- 
tual ſucceſſion of Taxes and Impoſitions, What Ex- 
pences foever we may be at to carry on this War 
more vigorouſly, are not to be compared with theſe 
Extreamuies unto which we are likely to be reduced. 

T1 ſhall not obſerve, that perpetual Taxes, and a 
ſtanding Army in time of Peace, are Steps that lead 
to an Arbitrary Power: We live under Soveraigns, 
| Wnoie 
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whoſe Juſtice and. Moderation. free us from all Ap- 
prehenſions of this. Nature, and who would be as 
ſenſibly concern'd as: our ſelves, to ſee the Nation 


" brought under a neceſhiry of introducing an example 


of ſo dangerous a con!equence. 

But I cannot: Omit what is moſt to be Lamen- 
ted, in this Caſe, that our utmoſt efforts, though con- 
tinued for the ſpace of ſeveral years, would then 
be ſpent in vai, and ferve to put off for a while, 
but not to prevent our ruine, 

'Tis impoſlible for any one to entertain a better 
Opinion of our Forces, and of our National Valour 
then I do; but I cannot be perſwaded that we ſhall 
be able to do that ſingly againſt an Enemy, whofe 


Power would be ſo vaſtly Encreafed, which we 


can ſcarce do now with the help of ſo many 
Allies. 

Give me leave to add that whenever we loſe 
Folland, it will be hard, if not impoſlible for us, to 
ſer out a Fleer that ſhall reſtft af the Forces of 
France. Our Coaſts lie Open in moſt parts of our 
Iſland, and wehave no Fortified Towns to ftop: the 
Motions of an Army, if it were once Larided - an 
Event, which we have the more reaſon to dread, 
becauſe that upon ſuch an invaſion we have ſtill but 
too many amongſt us, who would lay hold of that 
opportunity to declare againſt the Government : So 
that if our Fleet ſhould receive any conſiderable 
Damage, either by the violence of Stormy Weather, 
or by the unhappy Succeſs of a Sea-Fight, we know 
not how diſmal the Conſequences of tuch a misfor- 
tune might prove. 

We muſt not then flatter our {clves : The Aﬀairs 


of Europe are in ſuch a poſture, that if the Low-Coun- 
C tries 
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tries are deliver'd. up to the French, they will be in” 
a condition to give Englazrd the Law, and we ſhould: 
ſoon be put to the fad Tryal of what they are a- 
ble to do. The Late King Fames, whom they have- 
taken under their protection, would furniſh *em 
with pretences enough to fall upon us, and the 
Conqueſt of the Neztherlands would help.to Crown 
their deligns with Victory and Succeſs. Should a- 
ny one be 10 prepoſleſs'd, as to imagine that England 
could hold out alone againſt the Power of France, 
at leaſt he muſt own, that this cannot be done with- 
out ſuch Exorbitant Charges, as bear no manner of 
proportion with the Expences. that are neceſiary ac 
preſent, to ſave the Low-Countries, and to procure - 
a. Happy and laſting Peace: 

But if it ſhould prove that we are not in a con- 
dition to reſiſt ſingly, where ſhall we- thea ſeek for 
help? Can we relie upon Germany, employ'd in a 
War againſt the Zurk, weakened by the diviſions 
of the Princes of the Empire, it may. be. already 
ſubdued by France, and which . having loſt all Com-. 
munication with Zxgland, will be unconcerned at- the 
Unhappineſs of a Nation whofe Alliance could be 
no ways beneficial to its Confederates e Shall we 
Truſt ro Spazz, which. it would be 1n vain to rec- 
kon upon atter the, loſs of the Low-Countries 2 Can - 
we hope for ſupplies from. Sweden and Dexmark, who . 
value their Commerce with France at too. high a . 
Rate to break with that Crown for our Sakes, and 
whoſe different intereſts beſides will not permit them 
to Unite ; though to ſay the Truth, we ſhould be 
but ill ſupplied by all their forces joyned together 2 | 
In, a word, can we depend upon He/and, cither-ſub- 
ducd or ſo overaw'd by France, that they will not , 


Care 
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dare to build a Man of War without leave, drain'd 
by the:Exceflive Charges of an Unfortunate War, dif- 
courag'd by the ill Succeſs of Aﬀairs, and unwilling 
to enter -into a new and more dangerous Confede» 
racy with a Nation, that thall. have made them a 
prey to their Enemies by abandoning the Zow-Couns 
eras? | i | 

Yet let us ſuppoſe, that we may be in a conditi- 
on to withſtand alone with ſome kind of Succeſs 
the Power of -Fraxce, .and- ſhall need no. Forreign ſup» 
plies - for that purpoſe. *Tis certain, that/nor to be 
undone, is. as: much as we can hope for by the de- 
fence we ſhall be able to make ; whereas we are 
now engaged in a War, which if we reſolve to 
proſecute with vigour, -may reduce our Enemies to 
ſuch ſtreights, that it will not be in their Power to 
undertake any thing againſt us hereafter : Our chief 
Aim, if left to our ſelves, will be to ſecure part 
of our Commerce, whereas we may now ſecure the 
whole;. and: utterly 'Ruin that of France. We. ſhall 
{carce: be able to fave our Plantations, whereas it may 
lie in.our Power todrive the French out of the Weſt- 
Tadies, We ſhall fet out a Fleet only for the Secu- 
rity of our Coaſts, whereas we may, by purſuing 
the advantages of our Late Victory, maintain the 
Empire of the Seas, 'which no Enemy could -hitherto 
wrelſt: out of our - hands: In ſhort, we ſhall then la- 
bour to preſerve our Religion and Liberty, the dear- 
eſt of all our enjoyments; whereas we may now 
Contribute, to the general Peace of Europe, and to the 
Reſtoration of the Proteſtant Religion in that part 
of the World where it has been fo Violently Per- 


ſecuted. 
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You are inclined to think, that the greateſt danger 
We can run, iis 'to ſubmit to a Peace like that of 
Nimeguex, But 1 muſt defire you. to confider, that 
even ſuch -a Peace is not 'to be had, if this next 
Compagne-our Forces ſhould not be more confidera- 
ble than they are:now ; you -arerfenſtbleithat a Trea- 
ty of that Nature, wherein ſo many parties of -diffe- 
rent 'intereſts -are -concerned, is- not ito be diſpatch 
in-a day ; -ahd fince 'tis an undoubtetd Maxime, That 
to arrive tO i2 Tolerable Peace, one ſhould have as. 
good an Army in the Field, as.1f the War was till 
tobe 'Carried on,, we -cannot :be -gui{ty: of a. iwortſe 
faulr, than to-weaken-our ſelyes in-the Zow-Countries, 
whiltiour Enemies are Diſpos'd to At with all their 
Forces, 'mecting with les -c{iftance, the /profperous. 
Succels of their Affairs 'would -foon :deteat our ! hopes. 
of obtaining the {ſamie-cohditions to which they may 
now ſeem willing to-hearken. The loſs of one ſingle 
Town would -be-enough to enlarge their [pretentions. 
' Were it neceſſaty t0'confirm 'this by an example, 
I-might -put /y0u-in mind, -that when 'King. Charles 
the:Second-. ſent My-Lord-Daras over into. Fraxce with 
Propoſitions of Peace, that :could 'not but diſpleaſe 
thit Crown, they were- aevertheleſs Accepted, leaft 
Fng/avd upon a refufal-thould have embraced: the Par- 
ty-of the Contederares. Fair promiſes were! made, that 
all the 'Towns-which the:King had mentioned: ſhouſd 
be Reſtored, -Fournay- only excepted:; for theExchange 
whereof, fomething Equivalent was offered ; bur 
when by delays the French. had; gain'd time, ;and had 
made themſelves Maſters of Ghext and 7pers, they began- 
to'talk at-anvrber:rate, unperioutly to/umpole at the 
Treaty of Nimegaen, what Terms of Peace they 
thought fit, and ro declare that they did not look 
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upon themſelves as bound to Rand to the offers, 
which were:then made, if ſo be the Confederates with- 
in a certain day limited, ſhould not conſent to what 
they had propoſed. | 

If France was fo 1mperious- at a time when ſuch a 
Haughty Carriage might have provok't Eng/and to 
ſide with the \Confederates, -what can be expected 
from them whenthey will 'have nothing of this nature 
 to-fear ? 

We muſt therefore purſue this War with more than 
ordinary vigour, though we had no ather deſign 
than to make a Peace'like that of Nimegaen, which 
1:amſure :no-True Eng/i#Þ-Max can ever approve. of, 
ſince we ſhould 'be'forced thereupon to continue in 
Arms, and the Low-Cemntries would become a. prey 
to the perpetual invaſions of the French; ean we 
now: be ſatisfied with a'Peace which appear'd {o un- 
juſt to- King Charles the Second, that .to prevent, the | 
Concluſion of it, he was ready to enter upon a moſt 
Hazardous War. *"Tiswell-known, that if this Re- 
folution:had been taken before, Z7oland made their 
particular Treaty, 'He would have procured a more 
advantsgious iPeace 'to all the' Contederates. If a 
Court guided for {o many :years .by the Councils 
of :Fraxce, fo unconcernd in all appearance for the 
Proteſtant ' intereſt, could yet reſolve to make. ſuch 
a:iſtep, what - ſhould Eryg/and do now, which every 
_ one looks upon as: the main buikwark of the Reforms 
ed 'Religian, and of the liberty of Zarope. 

'Tis 1o apparent, the French.are in a perpoeusl ap- 
pechenſion, -leaft-we -thould renew our. eftorts, -that 
rhis very reaſon ;ought to, pet{wade us to do at, We 
have ſeen. them call- back - their Forces from Prowns- 
ces, Which had no Fortifications for their Defence ; 

an 
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and leave a way open, to..our: A4zes to invade their 
Countrey, whillt they gathered all : their Troops in 
the Neitherlands, where they are fortified;on every 
ſide, and ventur'd upon a Stege, the Succeis whereof 
was moſt hazardous and uncertain, By ſuch extra- 
ordinary ways of proceeding, what-could they aim 
at 2 But to diſcourage, Eng/and and Holland, and hin- 
der them from contributing any longer towards the 
Charges of a'War, in which they would have them 
believe 'twas impoſſible to ſucceed. Now if this was 
the deſign of our Enemies,-as we cannot doubt. but 
it was, we ſhall Confpire with them to our own ruin, 
ſhould we be diſcouraged at a time, when the great 
preparations they make ought to excite us to bold, 
and more Vigorous Reſolutions. It will be: faid to 
our Confuſion, that we have -had a hand in break- 
ing a Confederacy which would prove Fatal. to the 


reſpective States that compoſe it, ſhould. it- chance 


to be diſſolved. Whilſt it remains intire, we- may 
promiſe our ſelves, that France may be Humbled, 
and that upon the. moſt unexpeted Accidents that 
can befall us, we ſhall ſtill be in a condition to con- 
clude a Peace as much to our advantage, as that 
which our Enemies may now be willing. to make. 
They are ſo ſenſible of this, that nothing has ;been 
Omitted, which lay in their Power to , divide: the 
Allies. Some have been offer'd the Faireſt Terms 
imaginable, if they would but conſent to a parti- 
cular Treaty trom*others, they have bought a neu- 
trality at moſt Exceflive rates, and ſuch as could 
not be prevail'd with by promiſes; they have endea- 
your to intimidate by their Conqueſts, all which 
would be of no great eſte, unleſs our Ales being 
diſheartned by our flackneſs, we thould ar laſt do 

our 
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our ſelves-in behalf of France, what all- her intrei- 
gues; and the Force of her Arms, have not- been 
able to compaſs. 

But if we . value our true intereſt, the improve- 
ment we thall make of this prefent League, will be 
to reduce France within its one Limits. 'The Uni- 
ting of ſuch a number of Przxces in the ſame quar- 
rel, has been the work of many years; and the 
Concurrence of ſeveral extraordinary events have 
ſerved to Keep up this Union ; ſince we are engaged 
in it- upon our Happy Revolution, how many Towns 
have we been obligd to beſiege, how many viQo- 
ries have we gaind in J/reland, before we were in 4 
condition to turn all our Forces againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy ? And can we now reſolve. to quit, 
what we have to gloriouſly begun? Are we got ſo: 
far only to retreat, when we have much leſs: to do 
then what we have done already? This-'would be 
to dzceive the general Hopes of Europe, and willful- 
Iy to expoſe our {elves to all thoſe misfortunes which- 
we have avoided with ſo much prudence. If we: 
neglect ſo good an Opportunity of ſecuring Peace 
and Happineſs to the Nation, we have no reaſon to- 
expect it will ever be offered again. Such a variety of 
Circumſtances have Contribured toward the form-- 
ing of this League, that 'tis not to be ſuppoſed 
they will ever meet again to make up another of, 
the like' Nature ; and though all the parties concern- 
ed in this Confederacy ſhould continue in a difpo-- 
ſition to renew it a ſecond time, 'ris certain, that ere, 
they could Unanimouſly Act, the. Power of France: 
would be ſo vaſtly encreaſed, that they would .have 
little reaſon-to apprehend any. danger trom juch an. 


Union. 
EBT I. 
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i ſhall add, that the Hopes of a Peace between 
the Emperour, and the Zurks, ſhould give life to our 
reſolutions. The weakneſs of the Ortoman Empire, 
wearied by a long Train of ill Succeſs. The loſs of 
Great. Waradine, and the Retreat of the Zartars, 
may allow as to look upon ſuch a Peace as near at 
hand. This would Rermite all the Forces of the 
Empire againſt France, and the Intrigues of that 
Crown would then no longer prevail in Germany ; 
but ſuch a Happy Change, were it improved, would 
yet be of no benefit to us, if before it comes to pals, 
we ſuffer the Frezxch to make jthemſelves Maſters of 
the Fate of Europe, by the Conqueſt of the Low-Conn- 
tries. They have nothing more at heart, than to ſtrike 
up a Peace with ſome of the Al/zes, before that of 
the Port he concluded, To this end they offer to 
help the Emperour to carry on the War againſt the 
Turk, who, that he may not incline to, an Accomo- 
dationy. is aſſured at the ſame time, by repeated 
OATHS, and Solemn Proteltations , that he ſhall 
never be forſaken. 

?Fis our intereſt. therefore to deprive our Enemy's 
of the Advantages of this -moſt ſhameful 4iaxce, by 
ballancing at leaſt their efforts, till they have no ſuch 
diverſion to reckon upon; and 40 may be the more 
caſily brought to accept of Reaſonable Terms of 
Peace. 

But though the War ſhould continue in ZZengary, 
which it is not likely to do, it cannot be denyed, 
bur that the Confederates will nevertheleſs be in a 
condition, not only to oppoſe the Forces of France, 
but to reap great Advantages from this preſent War, 
if weare Willing to contribute towards it as far as 
lies in our Power. It depends upon us to enable 

His 


Winks 


Winds 
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His Majeſty to bring the Germays earlier in the field» 


' and with more Troops than they have had theſe 


laſt Compagnes, we have no reaſon to doubt of 
their oor thtentions, and who having ſo great an 
intereſt in Germany, and ſo conſiderable an Authori- 


ty in Holand, is the only fit perſon ro Cement 


our Union with that Common-wealth, to which, 
in this preſent Conjuncure, *tis ſo much our inte- 
refts to adhere. Of a King whom no fatigue, nor the 
worlt of ſeaſons ever diverted from being where his 
preſence was judged neceſſary ; whom no proſpes« 
rity ſwells, no difficulties can diſhearten, no dangers 


| can daunt. And ſhall we offer to abandon him in ſo 
juſt and Neceſſary a War 2 Sure this can never en- 


ter into our thoughts, I know that conſiderable 
ſums will be required of us, but if we deſign to Act 
Offenſively, or to prevent the Progreſs of the 
French, our efforts muſt not be leſſened, whilſt thoſe 
of our Enemies are like to be continued, and proba- 
bly encreaſed. It would be hard to be put to ſuch 
vaſt charges were it for a flight and Triffling inte- 
reſt, But here all is at ſtake, the Honour, Peace, 
and Liberty of the Nation. If therefore the preſer- 
vation of our Laws, of our Priviledges, of our Com- 
merce, and of: our Religion, are Dear to us, we mult 
ſhew it by our Vigorous Reſolutions, and ſteady zeal 
in the Proſecution of a War, that will ſecure us the 
poſſeſſion of ſuch unvaluable bleſlings. 


T an, 


91R, &Cc. 


